MAXSTOKE PARISH COUNCIL   www.maxstokeparishcouncil.org.uk
Mr John Poole                                                                  Ersthaus,

Clerk to the Council                                                         Atherstone Road,

Tel 01675 481427                                                            Over Whitacre. B46 2LP

Mobile 07745249613.                                                    johnfurnaceend@gmail.com
Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Wednesday 25th May 2022
1.  Present:        Councillors P Hoskin Chair                  Village Hall P Burgess                                                                                              
                                               R Green                                       Public None                                                     
                                               S Parker                                       

                                                       M Page                                      
                                     Clerk J Poole                                                                        
2.   Apologies: Cllr L Jones, family matters, the council acknowledged the apology.
3.   Declaration of pecuniary and non-pecuniary interest: None 

4.1. Minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 26th Feb. 2022.  

      Having been circulated it was proposed by Cllr M Page and seconded by Cllr
      R Green and unanimously resolved that the minutes of the meeting are a true

      record and the Chairman signed the document.   

 4.2. Matters arising from the previous minutes: None
 5.  Public Participation: None. 
 6.  Correspondence:
The correspondence, issued on a separate sheet, was discussed and minuted below or elsewhere, distributed or put on the Notice Board.

a. WALC Weekly Round Up, clerk to email to councillors.
b. WCC Scam Awareness, clerk to put on web site.
c. Warwickshire Town & Parish Council Ref Group, Fire & Rescue meeting on the 15th June 2022, the council do not have the information to take part.
d. DementiaActive, new sessions at Nuneaton & Warwick, clerk to put on web site. 

e. Clerks & Council magazines, distributed.
7.   Planning:

      There were three reapplications for weeks 6 to 19, 2022.
      PAP/2022/0059, Church End Cottage, Packington Lane, single-storey extension
      Revised plans were recently sent to Cllrs, no objections were raised.
      PAP/2021/0701 Constantin, Packington Lane, s/storey extension now granted.
      PAP/2021/0406 Arden Croft, Church Lane, the appeal decision was allowed on 

      the 29th April 2022.
  8.  Garden Contract:
       Cllr P Hoskin reported that the planting of tubs and planter is now complete and

       an invoice presented, see item 11.2 below and photographs to follow.
       The Chair suggested that the area at the end of Castle Lane required strimming,
        the council all agreed that a quote should be obtained. 
   9.  Patient Reference Group:

        The Chairman read out an up-to-date PRG report forwarded by Cllr L Jones a

        copy will be attached to the minutes.  
10.  Maxstoke Village Hall:
       Paul Burgess reported that bookings have remained strong with repeat business
       putting the hall in a good financial position to fund the proposed new kitchen.
       The council agreed that they as previously stated will financially support the
       proposed new kitchen incorporating a more expensive stainless-steel option.
       Paul Burgess reported that quotes for the kitchen including a stainless-steel option

       are imminent and an application for a County/Cllr. Grant Fund to install hot water

       in the toilets is being considered.

       Cllr P Hoskins stated that hall needs to have more local events to justify the
       investments, however these events need more committee members or staff needs

       to be hired as is the case with some private events.
       Local events include Jubilee Hog Roast on the 5th June 2022 and a Pub Night will

       be held in the Autumn. 
11. Finance:
11.1 Bank Reconciliation Sheet: The clerk presented the Balance Sheet to the 
        council, which was checked against the current Bank Statement. Cllr S Parker
        proposed to accept the document, Cllr M Page seconded the motion which was
        carried, the Chairman duly signed the Balance Sheet.

11.2 Cheques to approve and sign: The following invoices were circulated and
        cheques presented for payment and signing, Cllr M Page proposed signing, Cllr
        P Hoskin seconded the proposal and the council all agreed.
        Ch No 100235   WALC, Training Cllrs S parker & M Page             £15.00
        Ch No 100236   WALC, Annual Subscriptions                               £124.00     

        Ch No 100238   Fullard & Duffill, Internal audit                               £36.00
        Ch No 100239   NWBC, dog waste collection                                   £51.65
11.3 Annual Internal Audit Report 2021/22. 
The clerk advised that the 2021/22 Council accounts to include the Receipts Payment book, Petty Cash book, Bank Reconciliation & Asset Register have been subject to an Internal audit and found to be in order.
The Internal Audit Report had been circulated beforehand & studied. Councillor R Green proposed acceptance of the report seconded by councillor M Page and agreed by councillors present.
11.4 Certificate of Exemption 2021/22.
The document had been circulated beforehand and following discussion Cllr P Hoskin proposed the council certified itself exempt, Cllr S Parker seconded the proposal and all the Cllrs. present agreed unanimously that the document be signed, the chairman and clerk duly signed.
The period for the exercise of public rights has been set for the 10th June 2022 as suggested by the external auditor and published on both the Notice Board and Website.
11.5 Annual Governance Statement 2021/22
The document had been circulated beforehand and following discussions all Cllrs agreed that a sound system of internal control was in place, items 1-8. Cllr R Green proposed the Chairman sign the document and Cllr S Parker seconded the proposal and all the Cllrs. present agreed unanimously the document be signed, the Chairman duly signed.
11.6 Accounting Statements 2021/22.
The document had been circulated beforehand and checked against the audited financial accounts and following discussion Cllr. M Page proposed the chairman sign the document, Cllr. R Green seconded the proposal and all the Cllrs. present agreed unanimously the document be signed, the Chairman duly signed. 
11.7 Bank Mandate. 

The clerk presented an updated bank mandate for signing cheques, which states that cheques must be signed by the clerk/RFO and any other two councillors listed on the mandate. The details of three new councillors, Cllr P Hopkins, Cllr S Parker & Cllr M Page replacing the retired councillors, Cllr R Fetherston-Dilke, Cllr C Page & Cllr J Cooper were entered on the new mandate. Cllr R Green proposed the new mandate be adopted and signed, Cllr P Hoskin seconded the proposal and all the councillors present agreed that the mandate be adopted and signed.
The clerk notified all the councillors that the bank will conduct an electronic identity check on each of them, all councillors had no objections. 
12.   Maxstoke Church. 
The Chairman presented a quote of £100 a day to clear the brambles around the graves as discussed at the last meeting. However, before committing to this work the PCC are investigating the replacement of the fences surrounding the churchyard when ownership of the fences has been determined. The PCC also want to try and provide more burial spaces when the fences have been replaced.

Following discussions Cllr. S Parker proposed that the chair be given discretion to organise spending £100, a day’s work, on the bramble clearance, Cllr. M Page seconded the proposal and all the council agreed.   
13.   AOB:
13.1 Lorries Wood Corner Farm: Cllr R Green has obtained permission to sight a sign
        at the T junction at the end of Shepherds Lane to direct Creative freight lorries to
        turn right to avoid driving up Church Lane. However, because of the Fillongley
        Bridge works the road will have to be closed thus delaying sighting the sign.    
13.2 The clerk reported that the gate scheme has been rejected by WCC Highways
        because it is restricted to 30 mph roads only. County Cllr D Humphreys had

        agreed to attend the meeting if his commitments allowed, the clerk said he had

        not received any apologies. 
13.3 Church Lane trees complaint has now been dealt with by WCC Highways.
13.4 WCC Highways Verge Management Policy, following the last meeting the
        Chairman has studied the policy supplied by the clerk. The Chair concluded that 

        implementation involved too many problems such as safety, mowing, culverts

        and financial implications as there was no funding. 
13.5. The possibility of providing a disabled parking area on the land adjacent to the 

         churchyard wall was discussed and the council agreed to investigate. Cllr Green
         will obtain a quote for a sign stating:
         Please Leave this Area for Disabled Parking.
13.6. Cllr L Jones has reported on line to NWBC that the road sign located on the 

         village hall side of Church Lane at the junction of Packington Lane has not been
         reinstalled following an accident at the junction. 
13.7. The council discussed the removal of the graffiti on the underside of the bridge

         under the motorway on Fillongley Road, the clerk and chairman agreed to 

         investigate.
14.   Date of next meeting Wednesday 31st August 2022, TBC    
15.   Close of the meeting: The meeting closed at 9.55p.m.
Signed………………………….                     Date………………………. 
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